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Yes, You. 

 

The Word of the Lord from Matthew 5:11: “Blessed are you.” This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 
 

I. Remembering The Saints Who Have Gone Before Us 
As noted on the bulletin, today is our celebration of the Festival of All Saints—also known as All 

Hallow’s Day, which was actually last Tuesday, November 1. The introit, first and second lessons all point 

us to the theme of the festival: we remember, and give thanks for the saints who have gone before us 
and who now rest from their labors. There are many we remember and for whom we give thanks: 

counting those departed from this congregation over just the past twelve months, we remember St. 
Bobbi, St. Ruby, St. Elisabeth, St. Clancy, St. Al, St Glenn, St. Howie and St. Fern. Go back a couple 

months more, and we add St. John and St. Benida to the list, with St. Christopher not long before. (I 

pray that I haven’t left anybody out—my memory is far from perfect, as is my record-keeping.)  
 

We remember them and others too. We do not forget them because they once walked with us, 
and all the more because the Lord does not forget them. As we sang in the introit and heard in the first 

lesson, “These are the ones [who have come] out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” No, they’re not forgotten by God. He’s done more than 

just remembered them: for Jesus’ sake, He’s raised them from the dead.  

 
We remember them and we miss them. They can’t quite be replaced. They were each 

individuals, created by God with unique personalities, gifts and foibles. So we grieve their passing; but as 
St. Paul says in 1 Thessalonians 4:13, we do not mourn as those who have no hope. We are thankful that 

the grief is ours alone, not theirs—there is no grief left for the saints who have gone before us. Like pain 

and sorrow and sighing, grief for them is a former thing that has passed away.    
 

We also envy them—in a good way. For us pain, sorrow, sighing and grief haven’t passed away 
yet. We rejoice to covet the deliverance that we await, deliverance that is already theirs. Our epistle from 

1 John speaks of this: “Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; 

but we know that when He appears we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him as He is.” (1 John 
3:2) We’re still waiting to see the glory of God and the absence of sin and death—their wait is over. They 

have come out of the great tribulation—we’re still in it. We’ll soon sing of this at Christmastime in the 
carol, “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice;” we’ll sing of angels and saints singing before God and finish the 

hymn with the words, “Oh that we were there.” 
 

Oh, that we were there, indeed. 

 
II. Beatitudes in the Great Tribulation 

You’re not there yet. You’re still in the great tribulation, still living with sinful flesh in a world 
under sin’s curse. You’re contending with other people, many of whom desire to rule over you for their 

own gain. Your labors are full of thorns and thistles—two steps forward, one step back; or maybe one 

step forward, two steps back.  
 

To borrow from Matthew 5, in this great tribulation you may well find yourself to be poor in spirit. 
Under that heading, we can include tired, frustrated, discouraged, stressed. This poverty can show up in 

your mental state, as you feel the anxiety building and the solutions don’t come simply. This poverty can 
move into your faith, where circumstances beat you up enough so that God feels a million miles away.  



 

Tribulation and mourning go together—and not just the mourning we’ve already talked about. 
You can be mourning broken relationships, lost dreams, bad decisions and missed opportunities. You can 

be mourning your limitations, that you just don’t quite have what it takes to do what you want to get 
done. You might be the innocent bystander who gets hurt by the sins of somebody else. You might 

mourn past sins that still haunt you, where the consequences are going to continue for a long time to 

come. There’s a lot of mourning going on. 
 

In a world of tribulation where people desire to rule over one another, you may have some 
footprints on your back from others stepping on you. A recent study revealed that the saying, “nice guys 

finish last” is more true than not in the world of business: it’s the abrasive jerks who tend to climb the 
ladder because they’re willing to sacrifice kindness in favor of results. Kindness and meekness might be 

nice and virtuous things—not to mention obedience of God’s Law that you love your neighbor, but they 

can really hurt your career. The same is true if you’re the merciful sort who doesn’t take advantage of 
others, or if you’re pure in heart and you’re not willing to bend the rules and surrender your integrity to 

get things done. 
 

All of this can leave you feeling like you’re in a spiritual desert of sorts, where you feel like you’re 

wrung out and your faith isn’t doing so well. You’re hungry and thirsty for righteousness—or if not that, 
you’re at least looking for some relief or fulfillment. What’s worse, the devil likes the wilderness for 

temptations. He doesn’t play fair, so he’ll look to batter you further while you’re down already: he’ll start 
asking you what’s the point of your faith, anyway, if life is going to be like this? He may make use of your 

own sinful flesh to do so, or perhaps some sickness or affliction, or he might make use of other people 
who scorn your faith, perhaps even persecute you for it. 

 

That’s life in the great tribulation. It’s not much fun at all. 
 

And what does Jesus say about you as you suffer through the trouble? He says, “Blessed are 
you.” Yes, you. Now. Not just everybody around you. Blessed are you, because the Lord favors you. He 

blesses you with forgiveness and faith. 

 
Christians walk by faith, not by sight, yes? So you walk by faith and not by sight. You know that 

God’s life-giving, faith-giving Word is far more sure than what your eyes see. You remember the saints 
who have gone before us, and despite the grave markers and empty chairs that you see, you know that 

they live in Christ. Likewise, you see the troubles that come in this great tribulation and you feel them 

beat you down, but you hear the Lord declare that you are blessed. You’re blessed with His grace and 
faithfulness, even in this sinful world of tribulation.  

 
When Jesus speaks these beatitudes as part of the Sermon on the Mount, consider His audience. 

These are not the high and the mighty, the rich and powerful, the star athletes and celebrities. The 
crowds include tax collectors and sinners, the poor and the weak, the sick and desperate. Conventional 

wisdom says that because they’re the lowly, struggling ones, then God must love them less than He loves 

the rich and the powerful. But it’s not so: as this crowd gathers around Jesus, He tells them that they are 
blessed even if life argues otherwise. Why? Because they are blessed with repentance and faith. They 

hear His Word. They believe in Him. By faith, they bear fruit: they are poor in spirit and meek, because 
as God’s forgiven people they desire to love their neighbors. They are merciful and desire peace, because 

the Lord has mercifully made peace with them. They will still mourn, and some will say of them that their 

loss is proof that God doesn’t love them; but Jesus tells them they are blessed even as they mourn, 
because they will be comforted with the certain hope of the Resurrection. They may even be persecuted 

for following Him, which would lead many to say the faith isn’t worth it. But Jesus tells them they are 
blessed because heaven is theirs.  

 



This is something called the Great Reversal by theologians, found throughout the Gospels. The 

Lord doesn’t pick a princess as His mother, but a poor virgin from backwoods Nazareth. Angels don’t 
announce His birth to kings, but to shepherds. Jesus doesn’t pick the 12 smartest rabbis to be His 

disciples, but a ragtag bunch that includes fishermen, a tax collector and a zealot. He says that it’s harder 
for a rich man to get into heaven than a camel through the eye of a needle, which astounds the disciples 

because they think that God loves the rich more than the poor. His prophets of the Old Testament are 

never popular figures, but scorned and often martyred for the message; and His apostles in the New 
Testament will be the same. He doesn’t save the world from sin, death and devil by a mighty act of 

power. He saves by dying—dying in the place of sinful man. 
 

He has saved you. He’s forgiven you. And now He says “Blessed are you.” Let’s be straight about 
this. He’s not saying, “As soon as you buck up and start being poorer in spirit, then I’ll start to reward 

you with the kingdom of heaven.” He’s not saying, “As soon as you work at being meeker, then you’ve 

got a chance of inheriting the earth.” These beatitudes are not a list of things that you have to do before 
God loves you and blesses you, nor are they a list of self-help bullet points to help you pull yourself up by 

the bootstraps and make your life better. If these beatitudes were either of these, they wouldn’t be 
blessings anymore. They’d be laws, more painful requirements to dog you and drag you down while 

you’re already troubled enough. 

 
No, Jesus is saying, “Blessed are you. Yes, you. Now.” The peace of Christ is not the absence of 

trouble, but the presence of God within trouble. When He declares that you are blessed as His people, 
He’s not making light of your troubles or telling you to suck it up and keep going. Whether you are a 

Christian or not, you’re going to have trouble because you live in a time of great tribulation. But though 
you are troubled, you are also blessed with the Lord’s presence and help.  

 

So where your tribulation includes past sins that haunt you, you have the blessing of repentance 
and forgiveness. Without that blessing, all you have is the certain knowledge that you’ve offended God 

and that Judgment Day is coming. But Judgment is not for you: Jesus says, “I have not gone to the cross 
to curse you for your sin, but to bless you with forgiveness! For My sake, My Father does not hold your 

sins against you, because I’ve died in your place.” So while there may be some long-term temporal 

consequences to sins that you have committed, you know that they do not condemn you for eternity. You 
know that God will use even these things for your good. That is a great blessing. 

 
Where your tribulation includes doubt of the Lord and His love, you have the blessing of 

confessing with saints who have gone before you: “Lord, I believe! Help my unbelief!” Jesus doesn’t say, 

“As soon as you shore up your faith and it’s perfect, then I’ll start to bless you.” He says, “Blessed are 
you for confessing your weakness! I forgive you, and I am faithful to you; and I will strengthen your faith 

by My grace.” 
 

Where you are overwhelmed by workloads, family issues, job requirements, unkind people or 
whatever, you have the privilege of telling that truth to the Lord in prayer. You know that He doesn’t say, 

“Once you prove that you can hack this situation, then you can be My disciple.” Your life isn’t boot camp 

to see if you qualify for salvation. You’re already one redeemed by the Lord who will not forsake you. So 
you confess your weaknesses and inabilities. You look for how these situations preach the law of your 

limitations and point you to Christ. After all, remember the Great Reversal: it’s usually those who are 
troubled in this life who receive such blessings because they know their need for their Savior. And so you 

are still blessed, because you belong to the Lord who forgives you and works all things to your good. 

Even the stress. Even the failures. He can’t do otherwise than work it for your good, because you’re His 
beloved child.  

 
Blessed are you. Yes, you. You don’t measure God’s faithfulness to you by what happens Monday 

morning. You know God is faithful because He tells you so. He promised so when you were baptized. He 



continues to grant you His grace and blessing by His Word and His Supper. He tells you that your sins are 

atoned for. He tells you that, for the sake of Jesus, you are holy and righteous in His sight.  
 

In other words, He tells you that you’re a saint, washed and made white in the blood of the 
Lamb. 

 

No wonder you and I eagerly await heaven. You are no different in God’s eyes than the saints 
who have gone before us. It’s just that they’ve completed the journey, and you and I are still getting 

knocked around in this great tribulation. But don’t let the devil, world or your own flesh fool you. Even 
now, blessed are you. Yes, you.  

 
For Jesus sake, you’re holy. 

 

You’re a saint. 
 

Because you are forgiven for all of your sins. 
 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 

 

 


